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set ourselves to amend them. Sir Robert Giffen, the eminent
statistician, told the "Royal Commission on Labour that 25 per cent
of the adult workers of the United Kingdom were in receipt of
wages of less than 20*. a week, and in 1907 the Board of Trade
compiled a return of the earnings of agricultural labourers in the
United Kingdom which showed that the average cash wage in
England was 155. id. or, with allowances, 18*. 4^. per week. In
Dorset the rate was 1is. 9^,, and in Middlesex 18j. 10^. Earnings
in the cotton trade in 1906 were such that 40*4 per cent of the
workers employed received less than 255. per week, while 15-2 per
cent of the men who worked full time in the woollen and worsted
industry, and 49*1 per cent of those engaged in the jute industry,
earned less than los. as a weekly wage, while as late as 1911 nearly
100,000 railway servants earned less than 2OJ. and 135,000 less
than 255. per week,1
The economic position of the homeworkers was almost desperate
beyond description, and I hesitate to indicate their earnings lest
the figures should appear to be incredible. One of the factory
inspectors, giving evidence before the Home Work Committee,
stated that the following were the c common rates of pay for certain
classes of work in London: Boys* knickers, making throughout,
id. per pair; men's coats, making throughout, 4^. to <)d.\ vests,
with 5 pockets, 3^.; boys cotton blouses, is. id. a dozen.' He
further stated that in Bristol trousers were made for $d. to %\d.
per pair, common coats from 4^. to 8</.; while in Reading trousers
were made throughout for 4^., 5^., and 6d. A young widow with
two children was found to be making shirts at 8f d. a dozen. Her
sewing cotton cost her 4^. a reel, one reel being required for three
dozen shirts. By a special effort this woman could make three
dozen shirts a day, an effort that could not, however, be maintained.
Her house was stated by the inspector to be 'beautifully kept,' and
her earnings varied from 55. to 8j, a week.2 Even lower levels
than these were reached in the small hardware industry in Birming-
ham, where a competent hook-and-eye carder, during ten hours of
constant work a day, even with the help of her children, earned a
maximum sum of 4$. %d. a week, the average being $s. i\d. For a
gross of cards on each of which a gross of hooks and eyes had to
be sewn, the rates varied from %d. to is. id.
I cannot estimate the extent to which the reader of these pages
1 See Philip Snowden, The Living Wage, p. 33.
2 Constance Smith, Wages Board, p. 14.